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Chapter Twelve: The Death and Resurrection of Messiah 
 

Ignorance is bliss. If you have gotten this far in studying the lunar reckoning of the 

Sabbath, the odds are that you have learned that not everything you have been told is the 

truth, really is the truth. While we are in that state of ignorance, we just go on our merry 

way not realizing all of the falsehood around us, especially in the area of religion. Some 

people are content with staying in a state of ignorance, placing their head in the sand 

like the ostrich and believing that just because they refuse to see what is false, it means 

the falsehood doesn't exist. 

I remember several years ago when I began to share some elementary aspects of the 

lunar Sabbath reckoning with a friend that he immediately placed his hand up and said 

something like, "Wait. Don't tell me any more. I don't want to be held accountable." He 

honestly was of the opinion that he could reject knowledge and not really be held 

accountable to acting upon that knowledge, even if the knowledge was truth. Hosea 4:6 

comes to my mind as I write this. The first part of that verse says that YHWH's people 

are destroyed for a lack of knowledge, but the next part goes on to say that they have 

rejected knowledge. In other words, the knowledge was presented to them, or at least 

someone tried to present the knowledge to them, but they rejected it. YHWH ends by 

saying that because people reject knowledge, He will reject their children. Why is it an 

amazement to us then that each generation wanders further and further from the truth 

because their parents and Grandparents were guilty of rejecting true knowledge to some 

extent. I'm all for breaking this chain of events and accepting any true knowledge that 

anyone seeks to share with me, and then passing this wisdom down to my children and 

my children's children. 

The chapter you are reading now is one that is brand new with the 2013 update to 

this book. I (Matthew Janzen) am actually writing this chapter on "Easter Sunday" 2013, 

which is somewhat ironic because the chapter concerns itself with the death and 

resurrection of the Master. I believe that the only calendar calculation that aligns with 

our Master's passion and resurrection is the Biblical calendar, and by that I'm including 

an understanding that the weekly Sabbath was originally determined by the moon, one 

of the great lights appointed in Genesis 1:14-18 for signs, seasons, days, and years. 

People at this very moment I am writing are celebrating the resurrection of the Messiah 

on a day that is not sanctioned by sacred Scripture. Let me begin to explain. 

Our Messiah was crucified or put to death of the 14th day of Abib, the first lunar 

month of the year (Exodus 12:2; 13:4). We know this because (1) just before His death the 

Passover festival was about to be held in Jerusalem (Matthew 26:1-2), (2) the Judahites 

that led Yeshua judgment did not enter into the Roman Governors headquarters because 

they didn't want to become defiled and not be able to eat the Passover (John 18:28), (3) 

and John 19:14 calls the day of the crucifixion the day of the preparation of the Passover. 

These reasons, among others, teach us that Yeshua was slaughtered on Abib 14, the 

same day that the physical Passover lambs had been slaughtered for many, many years 
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before Yeshua was born (Exodus 12:1-6; Leviticus 23:5).1 It is believed by the large 

majority of Christianity that Yeshua died on the preparation day to the weekly Sabbath, 

and with this singular point I actually do agree. When reading each of the four evangel 

accounts I see a natural reading of preparation, Sabbath, and first day sequence. I will 

just take Mark's account to show what I am saying. 

Mark mentions the day of the Messiah’s death as having the title of the preparation. 

"And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day 

before the Sabbath (Mark 15:42).” Notice very carefully that Mark describes or gives a 

brief commentary of this word preparation as “That is, the day before the Sabbath.” It 

was on this day of preparation that the Messiah was crucified. Mark shows that he was 

speaking of a regularly occurring day. He simply explains in more details to the reader 

which day the preparation was. In case the reader did not know which day the 

preparation was, Mark clarifies his speech by saying it was the day before the Sabbath. 

The reader would of a surety understand that the Sabbath mentioned would be the 

weekly Sabbath. You would not make this sort of a statement if you wished to convey 

this particular Sabbath as only being an "annual Sabbath," without reference to the 

weekly Sabbath.  

We then read in Mark 16:1, "When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and 

Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought sweet spices that they might come and 

anoint him.” A good question would be, when what Sabbath was past? Could it possibly 

be the only Sabbath previously mentioned? This would be the most logical way to see 

this, seeing that Mark doesn’t so much as even hint at another Sabbath day occurring 

anywhere else within the timing of the death, burial and resurrection of the Messiah. In 

conclusion, we then have mention of the first day of the week in Mark 16:2. "And very 

early in the morning the first day of the week, they came early to the sepulcher at the 

rising of the sun." This first day of the week followed right after the Sabbath, which 

followed right after the day of the preparation. Thus we have a preparation, Sabbath, 

and first day sequence of events surrounding the timing of the death, burial and 

resurrection. The same holds true for each of the other three evangel authors.  

There are others who believe that our Messiah died on Abib 14, but that this DATE 

was on the DAY of Wednesday. They believe that the next day (Thursday in their view) 

was the annual Sabbath, after which was Friday (preparation day) and Saturday (the 

weekly Sabbath). They believe that our Messiah had to lay in the grave for 72 hours, or 

as they like to say, three days and three nights. They generally mock those who believe 

that Yeshua died on Friday and then rose on Sunday saying, "How in the world can you 

get three full days and nights out of Friday to Sunday?" However, to get technical (as 

they like to do), even this 72 hour teaching cannot believe that the Messiah was in the 

tomb for three full days and three full nights, seeing that Yeshua died around what we 

would call 3 p.m. of Abib 14, in the middle of the afternoon. This teaching would have 

the Messiah in the tomb for:  

                                                 
1 Further studies detailing the date of our Master's death can be found at: 
http://www.ministersnewcovenant.org/passover-and-masters-supper.html. as well as in the article section of the sight, 
with the article titled "The Lord's Supper." 
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• Part of a Day - Abib 14 

 

• A Night and a Day - Abib 15 

 

• A Night and a Day - Abib 16 

 

• A Night and Part of a Day - Abib 17 

 

So this teaching does have the Messiah in the tomb for three full nights, but only two 

full days, and parts of two others. You must understand that those holding to a literal 

interpretation of three days and three nights, have said to me personally "It must be 

three full days (12 hour days) and 3 full nights (12 hour nights)." There are probably 

some who do not believe in such a technical interpretation. For those who do or do not, 

the question arises, just how technical or literal should we be here? If you're going to say 

Yeshua had to be in the grave for three days and three nights, can you then turn around 

and say that this means three full nights, two full days, and parts of two other days? 

This all stems, in my estimation, from a desire to come up with a way where our 

Messiah did not rise on the first day of the week, but instead on the Sabbath. It is a 

frequent argument, given by those who worship on the first day of the week, to say that 

the reason they do so is because Yeshua resurrected on the first day of the week. I 

believe that Sabbatarians, somewhere down the line, did not like where this argument 

headed. I also believe that they decided to delve into the Scriptures and find a way to 

teach that Yeshua resurrected on the Sabbath day, instead of the first day of the week, in 

order to thwart the teaching of those who worshiped on the first day of the week. I do 

believe that Yeshua did resurrect on the first day of the week. I also say that there isn't a 

single Scripture that commands us to worship on the day of Yeshua's resurrection. I am 

thankful for His resurrection, and I celebrate the fact that the Father raised Him from the 

dead to immortality. He was raised for our justification (Romans 4:25), and apart from 

His resurrection we would be hopeless. However, none of this proves that the day of His 

resurrection is the day we are to worship on. YHWH has made it very clear in the Torah 

that the day of weekly worship is the seventh day, not the first (Exodus 20:8-11). We do 

not need to change the accounts found in the four evangels to combat the teaching from 

the "first-day keepers." We just need to stay with Scripture and show them that the day 

of our Messiah's resurrection (although of utmost importance) does not equal the day 

we should worship on. 

Why is it that some people don't believe our Messiah died on preparation day, and 

then rose on the third day from that death, only laying in the grave for around 30 to 36 

hours (as we would calculate hours)? It is because of a verse of Scripture in Matthew 

12:40 where Yeshua said He would be in the heart of the earth for three days and three 

nights. I do not have time to go into this teaching in detail here. I dealt with it a little in 

chapter five of this work, and I have written a full-length, in-depth study on all the 

information in the Scriptures on the subject. I would invite you to take a look at my 

written study, as well as a few other books written by learned men on the subject for 
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further study.2 For now, let me move along to my main point. 

We Lunar Sabbatarians understand that Yeshua died on Abib 14, and this means that 

He then resurrected on the third day from his death (as Yeshua Himself taught).3 This 

would be Abib 16. If you have followed this entire book up to this chapter you recognize 

that every year Abib 14 is Passover, Abib 15 is the Sabbath, and Abib 16 is the day of the 

wave sheaf, when the first sheaf of the new barley harvest is lifted up and waved by the 

priest.4 This happens every single year without fail, but catch this. Not only are these the 

same DATES every year, but they are the same DAYS of the week every year. Notice 

carefully. 

 
        Preparation Day                        Sabbath                       First Day 

Abib 14 / Passover Abib 15 / Sabbath Abib 16 / Wave Sheaf 

 

This is beautiful, but the only way this will work each and every year is on YHWH's 

calendar, with the Lunar Sabbatarian model. The other methods of Passover, Sabbath, 

and Wave Sheaf just will not always align with the Preparation, Sabbath, and First Day 

of the Week. 

Take for instance the method of calculation taken by many in the Messianic/Hebrew 

Roots movement who follow the Rabbinical Jewish reckoning. They teach that Abib 14 is 

the Passover, but they teach that Abib 15 is not the weekly Sabbath, but rather an annual 

Sabbath day that may or may not fall on the weekly Sabbath. This in turn shows that 

Passover may or may not fall on the sixth day of the week (preparation), and that the 

day of the Wave Sheaf (Abib 16) may or may not fall on the first day of the week. I will 

use this year (2013) for an example. Those following this method kept Abib 14 this year 

on a Monday, with Abib 15 on a Tuesday, and Abib 16 on a Wednesday. 
   
   Passover       Sabbath       Wave Sheaf                          Preparation     Sabbath        First Day 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday 

Abib 14 Abib 15 Abib 16 Abib 17 Abib 18 Abib 19 Abib 20 Abib 21 

 

In the above chart sequence, the Messiah would have died on Passover - Abib 14 - 

but it would not be preparation day to the weekly Sabbath, IF you believe that the 

Sabbath is from Friday evening to Saturday evening. Likewise, the wave sheaf would be 

on Abib 16, but this would not be the first day of the week when the Messiah rose, IF 

you believe the weeks are not tied to the cycle of the moon (lunar weeks). So this method 

                                                 
2 You will find my study at ministersnewcovenant.org in the article section titled "The Sign of Jonah." Other studies 
include, "Three Days and Three Nights: Reconsidered in Light of Scripture" by Ralph Woodrow, "The Time of the Crucifixion 
and the Resurrection" by Samuele Bacchiocchi, and "The Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ" by Harold W. 
Hoehner. Let me briefly say that I do not have a problem with Matthew 12:40. I believe the words of the Messiah 
here, I just understand them in light of the preponderance of the rest of the evidence in the four evangels and the 
remainder of Scripture dealing with the subject. 
3 Matthew 17:23; 20:19; Mark 9:31; 10:34; Luke 9:22; 18:33; 24:46 
4 I do not believe it is any coincidence that Paul refers to Yeshua as the first-fruits of those who sleep in 1 Corinthians 
15:23, just after he wrote that Yeshua rose from the dead on the THIRD DAY according to the Hebrew Scriptures (1 
Corinthians 15:1-4). When one understands that Abib 16 is the third day from Passover, and always the first day of 
the week, everything aligns beautifully. Yeshua was raised from the dead, i.e. lifted up from the sleep of death, on the 
day of the offering of the wave sheaf, the first day of the week, the morrow after the Sabbath, the 16th day of Abib. 
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of calculation can memorialize the same DATES that our Messiah was put to death and 

then resurrected by the Father, but it cannot always memorialize the same DAYS OF 

THE WEEK our Messiah was put to death and then resurrected by the Father. This is 

only because this calculation divorces the days of the week from the lunar cycle. 

Let's move on to another method of calculation with the Messianic movement. This 

method believes that Passover is Abib 14 and the day of Yeshua's death, but they believe 

that the wave sheaf fluctuates throughout the week of Unleavened Bread. They begin 

their count to Pentecost with the Sunday that falls anywhere from Abib 15 through Abib 

21, because they believe that the phrase the "morrow after the Sabbath" in Leviticus 23:11 

is speaking of the weekly Sabbath, and they believe the weekly Sabbath is from Friday 

evening to Saturday evening.5 So let's use the same chart (2013) with a bit of a variation 

for this particular method of calculation. 

 
                                                                                                                                 First Day 

   Passover       Sabbath                                                    Preparation     Sabbath      Wave Sheaf 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday 

Abib 14 Abib 15 Abib 16 Abib 17 Abib 18 Abib 19 Abib 20 Abib 21 

 

Using this calculation you have Passover on Abib 14, the day which Yeshua died, 

then you have an annual Sabbath on Abib 15, the day after Yeshua's death. However, 

you do not have the preparation day to the weekly Sabbath falling until Abib 18, with 

Abib 19 being the weekly Sabbath, and Abib 20 being the offering of the wave sheaf. 

Keep in mind that the wave sheaf in this method "floats" through the week of 

Unleavened Bread depending upon where the "Saturday Sabbath" falls within the Feast. 

In both of these calculations the perfect memorial of what happened at Yeshua's 

death, burial, and resurrection is distorted. Only with the Lunar Sabbatarian model do 

we always memorialize Yeshua's death, burial, and resurrection on the same DATES, 

and on the same DAYS each and every year without fail. This is because for lunar 

Sabbath keepers, Abib 14 is always preparation day to the weekly Sabbath, and Abib 16 

is always the first day of the week. 

I've tried to share this concept with first-day keepers before, including sharing with 

some of them very recently. I've explained to them that the annual memorial of the 

DATE of Yeshua's death happened almost a week ago on Abib 14 (I'm writing this on 

Sunday, March 31, 2013), yet they are celebrating Yeshua's resurrection today, on 

Sunday morning, March 31, 2013, SEVEN DAYS FROM PASSOVER. This just doesn't 

make Scriptural sense. They observed what they call "Good Friday" a couple of days 

ago, but it fell on Abib 18 which is not the DATE of Yeshua's death. See, when you 

disassociate the days of the week from the lunar cycle, you end up with all of this 

confusion. You're not even able to memorialize the DATES of Yeshua's death and 

resurrection on the same DAYS of the week every year. 

It is quite possible that this was part of what was argued so much about in the 

second century A.D. I have in my library a few books that speak about the Elder of the 

assembly at Smyrna, Polycarp (a direct disciple of the apostle John), traveling to the 

                                                 
5 Reading the previous chapter (Chapter Eleven) will help greatly in understanding this concept. 
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Bishop of the Roman Church (Anticetus) to discuss with him why it was more proper to 

keep Passover on Abib 14 instead of celebrating "Easter" on the Sunday that comes after 

the full moon which came after the spring equinox. Polycarp argued that the church 

should observe Passover on the same date that the Hebrews had celebrated it on, and 

not seek to keep "Easter" on Sunday, the first day of the Julian weekly cycle. The Bishop 

did not give in and soon thereafter it became the common practice of the "Christian" 

church to keep "Easter" always on a Sunday, following the full moon after the spring 

equinox.6 This destroys the memorial of the DATES of our Master's passion and 

resurrection aligning with the proper DAYS of the week.  

When one understands the lunar reckoning of the Sabbath, everything goes from a 

"jumbled mess" to a gorgeous harmony. Each and every year at Passover, it is the sixth 

day of the week, the day of preparation. The following day is the high day (John 19:31), 

that is, the weekly Sabbath and annual Sabbath on the same date. The third day 

(according to the Scriptures - remember what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4) is Abib 

16, the first day of the week, the morrow after the Sabbath, and the day of the wave 

sheaf or first fruit offering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
6 The sources I have for this include Calmet's Dictionary of the Holy Bible, 8th Edition, 1832, under "Passover" p. 726; 
The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary, 1987, under "Easter" p.300; The New Bible Dictionary, 1996, under "Easter" p. 286; The 
Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 1976, Volume 2, p. 180; From Sabbath to Sunday, by Samuele Bacchiocchi, 
1977, pp. 198-204; Eusebius' Ecclesiastical History, 2009, pp. 181-184. 


