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Did Yeshua practice and preach the Law of Moses?  
I believe the answer is unequivocally, yes.  

(by Matthew Janzen) 

Childhood 
To begin with, Yahweh sovereignly placed His Messiah in the proper home, a Torah-Observant 
home. Yeshua was circumcised on the eighth day (Luke 2:21, from Leviticus 12:3). He was 
brought to the Temple after the days of purification (Luke 2:22, from Leviticus 12:2-4). He was 
then dedicated to Yahweh as the firstborn son of the family (Luke 2:22-23, from Exodus 13:2, 
12). Yeshua’s parents then offered the commanded sacrifice (a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons), Luke 2:24, from Leviticus 5:11; 12:8. 

Let me note here that Luke 2 shows that the “Law of Moses” is synonymous with the “Law of 
the Lord,” (as they are used interchangeably). Yahweh gave His Law through the agency of 
Moses. So when Yeshua is obeying Moses he is obeying Yahweh. To disobey Moses would be to 
disobey Yahweh. 

We read in Luke 2:41-42 that at the age of twelve Yeshua journeyed with his parents to 
Jerusalem for the Passover. This is obeying both Leviticus 23 and Deuteronomy 16. His parents 
taught him the Torah, and during his childhood he was growing in favor with Yahweh as he 
learned to obey (Luke 2:52). 

It makes no sense for the promised Messiah to begin his life practicing the Law of Moses, and 
then switch to disobeying this Law when he became an adult. That would be throwing away 
everything Yahweh placed him in and what his parents had carefully taught him. 

Adulthood 
As an adult (around 30 years old) Yeshua’s custom was to attend synagogue on Sabbath (Luke 
4:16, based on Leviticus 23:1-3). “As was his custom” in Luke 4:16 is parallel to the earlier 
“according to the custom” of Passover in Luke 2:42. So Yeshua was a Sabbath-keeper. 

Yeshua also wore tassels on his tunic, obeying Numbers 15:37-41 and Deuteronomy 22:12. The 
hem of his garment (that the woman with the issue of blood touched, Matthew 9:20) was actually 
the fringe or tassel of his tunic (as the HSCB and LSB astutely translate it). The Greek word 
kraspedon (used in Mt. 9:20) is used in Matthew 23:5 to refer to the Pharisees tassels, as well as 
in the pertinent Septuagint sections in Numbers 15 and Deuteronomy 22. 

So even these small, outward commandments were important to Yeshua. This is seen equally in 
Matthew 23:23 where Yeshua said the Pharisees were correct for tithing their tiny garden 
produce, based on Leviticus 27:30 and Deuteronomy 14:22. 
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After healing a leper (Mt. 8:1-4), Yeshua instructed the healed man to go and show himself to the 
Levite priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded. This was in obedience to Leviticus 
14:1-22 where several sacrifices were required for ritual purification.  
Yeshua called the Jerusalem Temple his Father’s house (John 2:16), and he always attended the 
holy city for the annual, commanded Festivals (John 2:13; 5:1; 7:10), just as his Torah Observant 
parents had taught him. Even right before his death he told his disciples that he had a fervent 
desire to eat the Passover meal (Luke 22:15). 

Yeshua’s Teaching 
Yeshua upheld the Law of Yahweh through Moses in his teaching, in the famous Sermon on the 
Mount. He said to the crowd in Matthew 5:17 that they should not even begin to THINK that he 
came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. The Prophets here are not prophecies, but rather the 
Prophets who would always call the people back to Torah. Same as Matthew 7:12’s admonition 
to “do unto others… for this is the Law and the Prophets,” as well as Matthew 22:40’s wrap up 
that all the “Law and the Prophets” hang on the two great commands.  

Yeshua instead fulfilled the law. In context, fulfilling the law here means to properly interpret it 
in his teachings, so that his followers know how to best obey it. Matthew 5 is all about his 
disciples obedience to the Law. He begins with “blessed are the poor in spirit,” or “blessed are 
YOU when me revile YOU.” He’s talking to people about THEIR obedience. He says “YOU are 
salt and light,” “Let YOUR light shine… that others see YOUR good works… do not think I 
came to destroy the Law.” See, the commandments are a lamp and light (Proverbs 6:23), and by 
obeying the commandments his followers shined their light. 

He said the Law would last until heaven and earth passed away, and heaven and earth in the 
gospel of Matthew doesn’t have some hidden meaning; it means the actual heaven above and 
earth below. We know this from Matthew 6:10 where we are told to pray “Thy will be done on 
EARTH, as it is in HEAVEN.” Heaven and earth have yet to pass away, so the Torah remains 
firm. 

Further proof that Yeshua is speaking of the continuance of the Law of Moses in his sermon is 
found in Matthew 5:22b where he warns transgressors that they will have to stand before the 
Sanhedrin, a Jewish-Torah-Observant council of around 70 devout elders. Matthew 5:23-24 also 
proves the Law of Moses firm when Yeshua says if you are presenting your offering at the altar, 
but suddenly remember that your brother has something against you. The offering at the altar 
here is the same vocabulary in the Septuagint for the five types of offerings listed in Leviticus 
1-7 (burnt, peace, grain, guilt, or sin offering). He says to leave your offering, go reconcile with 
your brother, but then come back and present your offering on the holy altar. 

Verses 21-48 in Matthew 5 are not about Yeshua contrasting his teachings with Moses, they are 
about his interpretation of certain Torah portions verses the interpretations of others inside 
Judaism. He says our righteousness must surpass the scribes and Pharisees (5:20), so it makes 
sense that he would then contrast some prevailing views of Torah with his own. Second Temple 
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period Jews often disagreed on how best to fulfill specific commandments; these disagreements 
among brothers never meant any group or person considered the Law of Moses irrelevant. 

Yeshua’s Agreement 
Finally, Yeshua agreed with a second, Temple period Jewish scribe about keeping the Law of 
Moses. In Mark 12:28-34 a friendly scribe (an expert in the Law) approached him, asking 
“what’s the greatest commandment?” Yeshua doesn’t tell the scribe any new doctrine, but old 
established doctrine, by quoting the Shema in Deuteronomy 6. Notice carefully that Yeshua 
doesn’t just quote verse 4 about the “one Yahweh,” but also verse 5 about loving Yahweh with all 
your heart, soul, and strength. 

This three-fold love of the Shema is directly defined in 2 Kings 23:25 where King Josiah was 
said to have turned to YAHWEH with all his heart, soul, and strength, according to the Law of 
MOSES. King Josiah is inspired commentary on Deuteronomy 6:5, and Yeshua said 
Deuteronomy 6:5 was the greatest commandment. Additionally, Yeshua cites the second greatest 
commandment, about loving one’s neighbor, from Leviticus 19:18. Like a faithful Israelite, 
Yeshua always went back to the instruction manual of his Father. 

The scribe praised Yeshua for his good Torah-based answers, and we know for sure that this 
scribe obeyed the Law of Moses. Yeshua saw the scribe’s response as intelligent. My Biblical 
Unitarian brothers love pointing out how this scribe was not a Trinitarian (and they are correct), 
that Yeshua agreed with the scribe about the one Yahweh. If they are consistent, they will also 
see that Yeshua agreed with the scribe on Deuteronomy 6:5, which unequivocally teaches that 
loving Yahweh means obeying the Law He gave through the agency of Moses. 

Final Word 
My friends… that Yeshua practiced and preached the Law of Moses is one of the most provable 
doctrines in Scripture. It’s so important because Yeshua said in Luke 6:40 that every disciple, 
when he is fully trained, will be like his teacher. If you claim Yeshua/Jesus as your teacher, then 
you need to follow his teachings, and he always taught (in his personal life and ministry) to obey 
the Law that Yahweh gave through Moses. 

Rebuttal to Carlos 

Torah of Messiah New? 
Carlos began by stating that Rabbinic Commentary on Ecclesiastes helps establish a new Torah 
of Messiah over/against the Torah of Moses, but Kohelet Rabbah 11:8 does NOT mean that 
Messiah brings a different Torah. It instead points to a higher degree of spiritual insight. A 
parallel is found in Midrash Tehillim 31:4, “In this world, a person studies and forgets; in the World to 
Come, ‘I will put My Torah in their inward parts’ - they will never forget.” Torah of Messiah in rabbinic 
commentary refers to Torah in the era of Messiah; Messiah equals the Master Torah-teacher. 
This is the same way the NT uses the phrase “Law of Messiah.” The Law of Moses as taught and 
exampled by Yeshua Messiah.  
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“Antitheses” 
Matthew 5:21-48 was brought up as contradictions between Moses and Jesus. Carlos focused on 
two examples which I’ll respond to directly. 

Eye for an Eye 
Concerning “eye for an eye,” if you look at each Torah portion that uses this phrase  you’ll see 1

each use is in the context of judicial procedure; the judges of Israel were to carry out Yahweh’s 
vengeance in rendering verdicts for court cases. It’s similar to how a judge gives a ruling today in 
a criminal case. If we rule out eye-for-an-eye altogether, should judges today never penalize a 
convicted rapist or murderer?   2

But what if a person takes these judicial texts and begins to apply them to everyday common 
occurrences? It appears that is what some were doing. Instead of overlooking everyday, minor 
infractions (slap on the cheek, taking away tunic, carry something one mile),  they were using 3

judicial law to justify personal vengeance. Yeshua taught that we should instead seek for an 
everyday life of peace, echoing Proverbs 20:22, “Do not say, ‘I will repay evil’; wait for 
Yahweh, and He will help you.” 

Hate Your Enemy? 
Next we have Yeshua saying “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’” Yeshua said before each section, “You have heard it was 
said,” rather than “It is written” because he was referring to an interpretation of something 
written.  Case in point, the Law of Moses directly says “love your neighbor” in Leviticus 19:18, 4

but nowhere directly says “hate your enemy.” This shows Yeshua is responding to a potential 
interpretation one might draw from “love your neighbor.” 

The Law of Moses instead taught (Ex. 23:4-5) “If you come across your enemy’s stray ox or 
donkey, you must return it to him. If you see the donkey of someone who hates you 
lying helpless under its load, and you want to refrain from helping it, you must help with 
it.” This is further seen fulfilled in the wisdom literature from those who practiced the Law of 
Moses: Proverbs 25:21 “If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat, and if he is thirsty, 
give him water to drink.” The prophet Elisha did just this to the Aramean army in 2 Kings 6. 

 Ex. 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:211

 In nations outside of Israel, punishments often exceeded crimes committed. The “eye for an eye” edict was 2

Yahweh teaching Israel to punish criminals fairly; the punishment must fit the crime.

 It’s important to note that some text imply minor rather than major infractions. For example, Luke 17:4 says 3

that if your brother sins against you seven times in one day, but each time turns to you and repents you must 

forgive him. What if the first time he sins against you he murders you? You wouldn’t even be there to forgive him. 

Yeshua is instead speaking of the everyday casual conflicts people may have.  

 Yeshua has no problem saying “It is written” when he is directly citing a text; he did just this in the preceding 4

chapter (Matthew 4:1-10) when battling wits with the Devil. 



Jesus & Law of Moses Debate w/Carlos Xavier  of 5 14

Yes, there are cases where Yahweh commands Israel to slay certain enemies, but these are 
enemies of Yahweh, not just enemies of individual Israelites. Even Yeshua himself, in the 
parable of the Ten Minas (Luke 19), says “But these enemies of mine, who did not want me 
to reign over them, bring them here and slay them in my presence.”   5

The love we are to have for our enemies is illustrated in the sunshine and rain Yahweh sends to 
all people on the earth (Mt. 5:45). We imitate our Heavenly Father when we show common grace 
to all people.  

Grain-Field Incident 
Carlos brought up the grain-field incident in Matthew 12 as proof that Jesus allowed all Sabbath-
breaking, but notice carefully that Jesus defends his disciples by using arguments from the books 
of 1 Samuel and Numbers, not by making up something new.  

In 1 Samuel, David was allowed to eat the shew-bread, even though the Law said (Lev. 24) only 
the priests could eat it; this was because of David’s hunger; thus the Hebrew Bible shows that 
human need is greater than Temple service. 

Yeshua systematically stacks on another argument: on Sabbath, the priests in the Temple 
continue offering sacrifices, even to a greater number. They technically break Sabbath, but they 
are innocent because: the Temple service laws are greater than Sabbath. 

Yeshua’s argument goes like this: (1) human need is greater than Temple service (2) Temple 
service is greater than Sabbath, therefore (3) human need must be greater than Sabbath. Yeshua 
did not defend his disciples because the Sabbath was being abolished, but because the Hebrew 
Bible itself defended what they were doing. 

Circumcision on Sabbath 
See, all Yahweh’s commandments through Moses are good, but sometimes two commands “butt 
heads” and one must override the other. Yeshua showed some Jewish leaders that they too 
believed this, where in John 7 he said that they would perform circumcision, even if the eighth 
day of a boy’s life landed on Sabbath. But… circumcision is an act of cutting and thus 
constitutes work. Two commands then “butt heads.” In this case the positive command to 
circumcise overrides the negative command to “do no work” on Sabbath. 

Yeshua was never caught doing his carpentry work on Sabbath. The work he did on Sabbath was 
redemptive work - acts of compassion, healing, relieving people of burdens. Yahweh Himself 
delivered the Israelites from Egypt on a Sabbath, the 15th day of Abib and 1st day of Unleavened 

 Yeshua also echoes Exodus 22:2-3 in Matthew 12:29 where he says a robber cannot enter into a man’s house 5

unless he “first bind the strong man” (KJV) or “first ties up the strong man” (HCSB). His illustration depicts his 

own work of binding the Devil by casting him out and preaching the Kingdom of the Almighty. 
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Bread. They had to march out of Egypt on this high day, because their deliverance (redemption) 
was more important than technical aspects of Sabbath. 

My Father is Working 
This is why Yeshua says in John 5:17, “My Father is working until now, and I myself am 
working.” Working in the sense of manual labor? No  - working in the sense of healing a man 6

who had been unable to walk for 38 years. Yeshua delivered the man from his burden on 
Sabbath, and then told him to pick up his mat and carry it. That mat was the only possession the 
man had, so the compassionate thing to do was tell him to take it with him. Yeshua likens his 
healing a man’s entire body on Sabbath with circumcising one part of man’s body on Sabbath. 

Purging All Meats 
I have time for one final point in this rebuttal. Yeshua did NOT overturn the dietary law in Mark 
7; that’s not the subject matter of Mark 7. The beginning of the chapter shows this is a dispute 
about ritual purification. The Pharisees asked Yeshua why his disciples ate bread with defiled 
hands, breaking the tradition of the elders; they didn’t ask, “Why do your disciples eat pork, 
breaking the Torah?” In the mind of these Pharisees, a Jew could become ritually unclean by 
eating food that had touched something else ritually unclean. 

Yeshua challenges them by telling them they are the ones disregarding what Moses said in order 
to keep their tradition, so he upholds the Law of Moses here. He’s not going to rebuke them for 
disregarding Moses and then turn right around and disregard Moses himself.  

When Yeshua says (Mk. 7:15), “Nothing that goes into a person from the outside can defile 
him,” he is addressing Jews who might eat without performing the hand-washing. He’s not 
talking about drinking blood, snorting cocaine, or eating pork. If something ritually impure was 
on a Jewish man’s hands when he touched his food, and he ingested it, Yeshua believed it was 
purified through the stomach; the man did not have to immerse in water and wait until evening to 
be clean, because the digestive process of the man (vs. 18) purges all foods (vs. 19). While some 
translations (NIV) read “In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean” the Greek text just 
reads (either) “katharizōn [masculine] (or katharizon [neuter]) panta ta bromata.” I lean towards 
a neuter original, meaning that the stomach purges away impurities, but recent studies have 
shown how the masculine variant could be read as connected with tōn anthrōpōn (the man) in 
18b. This was all an intramural debate among Torah-observant Jews.  

 Gen. 2:2; Ex. 20:11; 31:17 - all show that Yahweh rested on the seventh day after making the heavens and 6

earth in six days. 
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Responses to Carlos 

1:: Old Covenant vs. New Covenant 

- NC definition is Jeremiah 31-33 & Ezekiel 36-37 (includes land, throne, priesthood). It’s 
VITALLY important to read ALL these chapters (original intent).  
- The location of the Torah (heart, mind) is different from OC (stone, book) 

- No need of teachers at this time (31:34); shows future, fully written (currently being 

written); land restoration (peace, safety) also shows future. 
- NC actually proves my position - the Law of Yahweh is internalized, not abolished. 
- Nothing in Hebrews 8:7-12 shows “new law” or new interpretation  

- “Finding fault with them” (8:8) - the people, not the law 

2:: Genesis 49:10: Is Jesus a New Law-Maker? (Judah Rules) 

- KJV’s “law-giver” doesn’t mean someone who makes up laws contrary to Yahweh. 
- Psalm 60:7 KJV “Judah is my law-giver” finds it’s fulfillment in King David ruling the 

nation of Israel according to Yahweh’s law (Deut. 17:18-20 = reads Torah every day).  
- Davidic ancestry for Yeshua, he continues this Judahite-Davidic position. 

3:: Matthew 5:31-32: Law of Divorce 

- Deut. 24:1-4 is Yahweh’s Law just as much 24:5 about the man taking a new bride, and 
23:24-25 where a neighbor is allowed to glean with the hand in your vineyard. 
- Cp. Mk. 10:3 “Moses command” (Divorce) w/Mk. 7:10 “Moses said” (Honor) 

- Command & Permit are interchangeable; Mt. 19:7-8 w/Mk. 10:3-4 
- The divorce law protected the women (men were allowed to have multiple wives, so the 

divorce law is not there for the male) 
- A man who didn’t love a woman was commanded to divorce her properly so she could 

be come another’s man’s wife who would love her properly. 

- Yeshua likely agree with Hillel (lenient), but not to the disdain of women, only so they 

could be loved by a good husband 
- Hardness of heart… the entire law is given due to the hardness of heart; we are rebellious 

creatures and need specific direction + the Holy Spirit. 
- Clothing (Gen. 3:21); Capital Punishment (Gen. 9:5) = hardness of heart 

- Sickness and Debt were not so from the beginning, but are so now  
- Jesus spoke against putting away (apoluo) a wife without an (apostation); this is still 

practiced in some Jewish communities where a woman is known as an agunah (chained 
wife) due to her husband not giving her a bill of divorce.  
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- SIDENOTE: Carlos claims Jesus requires strict monogamy, but never gives the 

evidence for it.  

4:: Matthew 5:43-48: Love your Enemy 

- Moses = Ex. 23:4-5 + Prov. 25:21 (feed enemy) 
- David didn’t harm King Saul (1 Sam. 24; 26:10-11) 
- CONTEXT: regarding persecution from Jewish leaders (5:44b “pray for those who 

persecute you”) 
- Common love = sunshine and rain Yahweh sends on everyone 
- Be perfect = be complete in love; show common love to friends and enemies. 
- Yeshua is not speaking against Yahweh’s commands to destroy certain peoples in OT (cf. 

Mt. 10:12-15). Love for Yahweh always comes first. 
- In the Parable of the Ten Talents (Luke 19:11-27) Yeshua is the nobleman who traveled to a 

far country to receive for himself authority to be king and then return. In vs. 27 he says, 
“But bring here these enemies of mine, who did not want me to rule over them, and 
slaughter them in my presence.” 
- The Holy Spirit slaughtered Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) 

5:: Matthew 12:5 “priests BREAK Shabbat”? 

- First notice that this is Yeshua arguing inside the Law of Moses not outside the Law. 
- The priests do sacrificial work on Shabbat for the betterment of the people; the priests 

weren’t out selling for profit or working commercially, or anything like that. 
- Yeshua’s whole argument goes like… (Have you not READ? = You should know) 

- Human Need overrides Temple Service (David, shewbread; Lev. 24:9) 

- Temple Service overrides Shabbat (Priests; Num. 28:9-10) 

- THEREFORE Human Need overrides Shabbat 

- He is using the Tanak to prove his position 
-  Something Greater than Temple = Human need (+ special, kingdom mission) 
- Son of Man = human beings (disciples, 12:1; 1 Sam. 26:19 “people” HCSB “bene haadam” 

= “sons of men”) 
- SIDENOTE: Paralyzed hand healing (12:9-14) argues from “light to heavy” - if they will 

rescue a sheep from a pit on Shabbat (Deut. 22:4 has no Shabbath exception clause), 

why wouldn’t a man’s life be worth more?  

6:: Matthew 17:24-27: Temple Tax (cf. Ex. 30:11-16) 

- There is no command in Exodus 30 about an annual half-shekel tax 
- Command surrounds taking a CENSUS (Ex. 30:12) 
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- Josephus differentiates between the command (Ant. 3.194; 7.318) and the annual 

custom (Ant. 18.312). 

- Qumran interpreted it as a 1x in life thing (4Q159). 

- The entire Priesthood said they were exempt (Lev. 6:23; Shekalim 1:4) - They argued 

that this text forbade them from eating a grain offering in which they owned a share. 

Since they were supposed to eat the public grain offerings, payment of the half-shekel 

would disqualify them from the Omer offering, the bread of the Presence, the barley 

Omer offering, and the two loaves of Shavu’ot. 

- The question: “Does your teacher not pay the two-drachma tax?” is likely a question of 

wondering where he stood on interpretation. 
- Yeshua speaks of sons (plural) vs. foreigners = sons are Israelites; YHWH never 

commanded an annual tax on his sons. 
- He still pays it so as not to offend anyone, not because it was obligatory. 

7:: Mark 7:15, 19 (Hand-washing, Impurity) 

- Some think vs. 15’s “there is nothing outside a man” refers to unclean food. 
- Context: Ritual Impurity (eating bread w/defiled hands, vs. 2) 

- Pharisees/Scribes pushing “tradition of the elders” vss. 3, 5 (they believed ritual 

impurity could pass from something *clean* they ate, that may have touched some 

type of uncleanness. 

- Vs. 15 is thus a response to their concern; defilement (impurities) come from inside 

(not outside) a person, based on Leviticus 12-15 (blood, semen, leprosy, etc.)  

- Vs. 15 is not a blanket statement teaching it is permissible to eat anything (for 

example: blood, heroine) 
- 7:18-19 explains the digestive process. 19 is not a parenthetical statement by Mark, but the 

words of Yeshua speaking of how the digestive process purifies all clean foods that may 
have touched some type of impurity. 
- Neuter katharizon found in Origin, around 250 A.D. pre-dating UNCIALS 

- Metzger and Robinson believe neuter is more difficult (preferred reading) 

- Williams’ paper (“Stomach”) argues same sense from masculine (katharizōn) 
- SIDENOTE: Yeshua criticizes the Pharisees for “swallowing camels” in Mt. 23:24 (cf. Lev. 

11:4), a bad-point if he taught the food laws were abolished. Same with giving something 
holy to a dog (Mt. 7:6). 



Jesus & Law of Moses Debate w/Carlos Xavier  of 10 14

8:: Luke 5:12-14: Law of Moses prohibit defilement by sick/dead people? 

- Touching someone or something unclean was not a sin. (Lev. 5:3 is misread often; the guilt 
comes from not knowing you’ve touched something impure and thereby did not perform the 
cleansing ritual.) 
- Contracting outward defilement (ritual impurity) happened when one performed the 

command to be fruitful and multiply (because semen, Lev. 15:16). 

- The sin came in if one forewent the purification process, whether small or big. 

- Yeshua experienced defilement at his birth (“their purification” Lk. 2:22; Lev. 12) 

- When Yeshua touched the leper (Mk. 1:41) he would only have to wash and be 

unclean until evening. 

- Yeshua healing the man is doing what the priests couldn’t do (they were inspectors). 

He then sent the man to the priest (Mt. 8:4) so the priests could do what he couldn’t 

do (because he wasn’t a Levite). 

9:: Luke 5:29-32: Dining with Sinners 

- Text calls them sinners (derogatory; agreeing with the Pharisees) vs. righteous 
(compliment). If sinners are those who break the law of Moses, what are the righteous? 

- The Pharisees do not accuse Yeshua of eating unclean meat. 
- One may eat common meals in a state of impurity (Deut. 12:15) 
- Pharisees (here) do not accuse Yeshua of breaking the Law (like they do in Mt. 12:1).  
- Yeshua practiced transformational love; he wasn’t sinning with them, but teaching them (his 

example is a doctor healing a sick person) 

10:: Luke 5:33: Fasting (Disciples vs. Yom Kippur?) 

- Lev. 23:26-32 does command “afflict your souls” on Day of Atonement, which does equal 
fasting (cf. Ezra 8:21; Ps. 35:13) 

- Yeshua was asked why his disciples did not fast (Mt. 9:14; Mk. 2:18). Take note the 
Pharisees ask (Lk. 5:33), “The disciples of John OFTEN fast AND offer prayers.” The 
contrast is that Yeshua’s disciples “eat and drink,” but do they never fast and pray?  
- Mark’s account shows Pharisees asked this while they were fasting - implies non-

commanded fasting, probably the 2x a week thing (Lk. 18:12). 

- These texts have nothing to do with the Yom Kippur command. 
- Jesus’ personal disciples didn’t do often fasting/prayer while he was with them, he being the 

groom (like they were at a wedding; Lk. 5:33-35). 
- He even says once he leaves they will fast (Lk. 5:35); so are they going to start keeping 

the law again? 
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- Parable about the new/old garment/wineskin is simple: appropriate actions given the 

season.  

- Yeshua teaches his listeners (followers) to fast (Mt. 6:16-18) 

11:: Luke 14:26, “Hate Parents” 

- The hate in Luke 14:26 is comparative; cp. Mt. 10:37’s “more than me” 
- Torah teaches same in Deut. 33:8-9 (Levites disregarded family; Ex. 32:26-29) 
- High Priest (Lev. 21:11) or Nazir (Num. 6:7) couldn’t defile for father or mother.  
- Also see Deut. 13:6-11 
- Yeshua reprimanded Pharisees for not honoring parents, Mt. 15:4; Mk. 7:10; he even cited 

Ex. 21:15, 17 concerning striking/cursing parents = death penalty 

12:: Luke 16:16 “Until John the Baptist” 

- Yeshua is not saying that either the Law or Prophets are abolished, but that it was time to 
preach the Good News about the Kingdom because the Messiah had arrived. 
- The Kingdom prophecies include teaching Torah (Isa. 2:2-4; 66:18-23) 

- Kingdom preaching doesn’t mean “law is abolished” 
- Just after this, Yeshua tell a parable in which Abraham says that people on the earth have 

“Moses and the Prophets” to teach them how to properly live. 

13:: John 1:17 (Dichotomy?) 

- Context = John’s Prologue describing the logos 
- “Grace upon grace” (1:16) describes both Moses and Jesus (1:17) 
- The Torah is truth (Psalm 119:151), so truth is not juxtaposed with “Law of Moses” 
- Only a progression of events: the fulness of law, grace, and truth is by Yeshua. 

14:: John 5:17 - “My Father is still working, and I am working also” (on Sabbath) 

- Yeshua wasn’t speaking of the making of the heavens and earth; a good Jew knows that was 
done in 6 days and then the Almighty rested (Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; 31:17). 
- He is speaking of redemptive work; He healed a man on Shabbat (Jn. 5:1-10) - He 

didn’t build a table to sell. 

- Yeshua sees His Father take care of people even on Sabbath (sunrise, breath, etc.) so 

He follows His Father’s lead. 
- Some Jews believed you could break Shabbat only in matters of life and death; Yeshua 

believed all human compassion was greater than Shabbat. 
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- He points out that the Jews would circumcise a man on Shabbat (Jn. 7:22-23), which was an 
act of cutting, a breaking of Shabbat. But when two laws collide, one has to over-ride the 
other.  
- Yeshua likens his healing of a man’s entire body to be akin to keeping the circumcision 

command  

- Jews believed circumcision made a son of Abraham whole/blameless based on 

Genesis 17:1, 10-14. 
- He never responds by saying, “I’m allowed to violate Shabbat because it’s been abolished.” 

He argued within the framework of Judaism, on what was or was not allowed. 

15:: Hebrews 3:3: Jesus Greater than Moses 

- Yes, but greater in the sense of ultimate Messiah, High Priest, sinless, etc. 
- This doesn’t mean he doesn’t practice the Law of Moses 
- Remember, Law of Moses = Law of Yahweh; practicing it shows that Yahweh is one’s Lord 
- Yeshua is the “prophet LIKE Moses” (Deut. 18; Ac. 3), not the “prophet UNLIKE Moses.” 
- We do not have a problem with the phrase “Law of Moses.” We have a problem with people 

who infer (plainly or discreetly) that Moses sometimes stated his private view as law.  

Questions (Cross-Ex) for Carlos 

1:: Did the family that God allowed Jesus to be born into observe the Law of Moses? 

- Did Joseph and Mary teach Jesus to keep the Law of Moses? 
- So Jesus was keeping the Sabbath then as a child and young adult? 
- Was Jesus finding favor with God during this time? (Lk. 2:52) 
- On what day (or at what age) was Jesus allowed to stop keeping the Sabbath he was raised 

to keep? 

2:: Start questioning with Luke 1:9 

- Luke 1:9 “according to the custom of the priestly office”? 
- Luke 2:27 “the custom of the Law”? 
- Luke 2:42 “according to the custom of the Feast”? 
- All of these Lukan phrasings show obedience to Torah. Why then would Luke 4:16 not 

explicitly teach that Jesus kept Sabbath as an adult? (Do you have a text saying he worked 
the rest of the day?) 
- 4:15 “teaching in synagogues, being glorified/praised” 
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3:: When Jesus said he did not come to abolish the Law, what does abolish mean? (Synonyms: 
dissolve, overthrow, nullify?) 

-  Did Jesus dissolve, overthrow, nullify, stop the Sabbath? 
- Why would Mt. 5:19’s “annuls one of the least of these commandments” not equal 

abolishing the Law in 5:17? 
- Why would Mt. 5:19’s “does and teaches them” not equal fulfilling the Law in 5:17? 
- Wouldn’t fulfill be the opposite of abolish? 

- Mt. 10:34’s peace BUT sword 

- Mt. 3:15 plerosai = fulfill (perform) all righteousness)   7

- If Jesus is introducing “new law” in the SOTM, why does he teach the on-going validity of 
the Sanhedrin and sacrifices on the altar at the Temple? (Mt. 5:22-24) 

4:: PRE: In Luke 10:25-28 a lawyer asked Jesus what he needed to do to inherit eternal life. 
Jesus responded by saying “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 

- To what Law was Jesus referring? 
- (Follow Up) - The lawyer responding to Jesus’ question by quoting Deuteronomy 6:4-5… 

So did this lawyer believe in keeping the Law of Moses? 
- Jesus’ responds to the lawyers’ citation of Deuteronomy by saying, “You have answered 

correctly. Do this, and you will live.” How could Jesus agree with lawyer if he taught a 
different law than Moses? 

5:: In Luke 5:29-32 Jesus was at a banquet eating with sinners. What does sinners mean? 

- Jesus said those who are sick need a doctor. Is the word “sick” and the word “sinners” 
synonymous here? 

- If sinners means those who break the Law of Moses, what then does righteous mean? 
- Jesus says he calls sinners to repentance. How do they repent? 

6:: PRE: In Mark 7:9 Jesus told the Pharisees, “You reject the commandment of God that you 
may keep your tradition.” Jesus then went on to say in verse 10, “For Moses said, Honor your 
father and mother, and he who speaks evil of father or mother must be put to death.”  

- Was Jesus equating the commandment of God with what Moses said? 
- When Jesus says “Moses said” the 5th commandment, was he agreeing with Moses? 
- If Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for “setting aside the commandment of God (through 

Moses)” why would he then set aside a commandment of God himself? 
- Do you believe Jesus when he teaches the death penalty to be in place for cursing your 

father or mother (7:10)? 

 John’s baptism equals righteousness in the same way Elisha’s command to Naaman in 2 Kings 5 equaled 7

righteousness.
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7:: In Matthew 23:23 did Jesus rebuke the Pharisees for paying tithes? (Or tell them they 
shouldn’t neglect to pay tithes?)  

8:: In Matthew 23:24 Jesus rebukes the Pharisees for swallowing camels (an unclean animal; 
Lev. 11:4). If he declared all meats clean in Matthew 15 and Mark 7, why is he rebuking them for 
swallowing camels here?  

9:: Was the Jewish scribe in Mark 12:28-34 a Trinitarian? 

- Did Jesus agree with this scribe on Deuteronomy 6:4? 
- Did this Jewish scribe observe the Law of Moses? 
- Did Jesus agree with this scribe on Deuteronomy 6:5?   
- Do you understand that the contrast with sacrifices is a contrast with something precious? 

(The Law is more desired than gold, Ps. 19) 


